
LET’S FIND OUT!

NINJA

In feudal Japan (1185-1868), two kinds of fighters 
roamed the island nation— 

the NOBLE SAMURAI and the SNEAKY NINJA. 
Which would win in a one-on-one battle? 

NINJA

PROTECTIVE 
HELMET 
(KABUTO)

MASK (MENGU) TO 
FRIGHTEN ENEMIES

MAIN WEAPONS—
ONE LONG SWORD 
(KATANA) AND ONE 
SHORT SWORD 
(WAKIZASHI)

LONG BOW 
(YUMI)

SAMURAI were well-educated, upper-class 
warriors closely tied to the nobility. To set a 
good example for the lower classes, these 
men followed a code called bushido, which 
emphasized loyalty and honor. Samurai 
helped establish Japanese traditions such 
as the tea ceremony, single-color ink paint-
ing, rock gardens, and poetry. When fight-
ing, a samurai had to follow certain rules: 
He had to select one opponent, announce 
his challenge aloud, and then list his fam-
ily history—all before he could attack!

SAMURAISAMURAI
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ARMOR (GUSOKU) 
FOR PROTECTION 
AND TO IDENTIFY 
CLAN AFFILIATION
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THE WINNER? 
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NINJA

THE WINNER? 

SHARPENED METAL 
WAR FAN (TESSEN) 
FOR BOTH ATTACK
AND DEFENSE

The ninja dodged the samurai’s powerful attacks for several hours 
while the samurai’s armor protected him from her throwing stars and 
martial arts moves. Evenly matched and exhausted, they agreed to put 
aside their differences and share a picnic at the foot of Mount Fuji. 
Have these two crazy kids found love instead of war? Maybe so! 

NINJA followed only one rule—keep 
their existence secret. These men and 
women often worked as assassins or 
spies and were unashamed to resort to 
sneak attacks, backstabs, and poison. 
Most ninja came from the lower classes, 
practicing skills such as stick fighting, 
knife throwing, and how to disguise 
themselves. Because they were so mys-
terious, some people believed that ninja 
could walk on water, turn themselves 
invisible, or control the elements.

DARTS AND STAR-
SHAPED DISKS 
(SHURIKEN) FOR 
THROWING

IRON DEVICE 
(SHUKO) 
FOR CLIMB-
ING WALLS

ROPE AND GRAPPLING 
HOOK (KAGINAWA)

SMOKE BOMBS 
(METSUBUSHI) 
TO CREATE  
DISTRACTIONS 
FOR “VANISHING”

NAVY BLUE 
CLOTHES FOR 
SNEAKING 
AT NIGHT
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